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Aristotle. Poetics. W. Fyfe and W. Roberts, trans. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1932. A good translation and valuable for its inclusion of other
classical works on literary criticism.

Bhagavad Gita. J. Mascaro, trans. London: Penguin, 2003. An accurate and sensitive
translation.

Bible. the New Revised Standard Version of the New Oxford Annotated Bible, New
York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

Cicero, Marcus Tullius. On Duties (De Offi ciis). W. Miller, trans. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1913. By far the best
translation, in print, of this fundamental work on education and morality.

Confucius. The Analects. D. C. Lau, trans. New York: Penguin, 1979. The best
translation into English, with a valuable introduction.

Dante. The Divine Comedy. R. Sinclair, trans. New York: Oxford University Press,
1961.

Fears, J. Rufus. Selected Writings of Lord Acton, vol. 1, Essays in the
History of Liberty. Indianapolis: LibertyClassics, 1985.

B. Foster and D. Frayne, trans. Gilgamesh. New York: Norton, 2001. A good recent
translation, with useful supplementary material.

Gandhi, Mahatma. An Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with the Truth.
Boston: Beacon, 1993. A recent edition of the autobiography of a great and original
man of action and thought. The biography is as idiosyncratic as was Gandhi himself.

Gibbon, E. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. New York: Random House,
2000. This complete edition in three volumes is to be preferred to the various abridged
versions in print.

Goethe, Johann Wolgang von. Faust: A Tragedy. W. Arndt, trans. New
York: Norton, 2000. A convenient edition and translation, with useful

supplementary material.

Homer. /liad. R. Lattimore, trans. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1951, numerous reprints.

Koran. The best translation is that of A. J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted.
New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996.
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Lincoln, Abraham. Speeches and Writings. New York: Library of America, 1974. The
fullest collection of Lincoln’s words, containing the Gettysburg Address (vol. II, p.
536).

Machiavelli, Nicolo. The Prince. New York: Penguin, 2003. A convenient
translation of this fundamental work in the great books tradition.

Marcus Aurelius. Meditations. M. Staniforth, trans. Baltimore: Penguin
Books, 1964. A good, convenient translation of this enduring guide to how to live your
life with Stoic courage.

Mill, John Stuart. On Liberty. New York: Penguin, 1974. One of the seminal books on
the history of liberty.

Orwell, George. /1984. New York: Penguin, 2003. The masterpiece of insight into the
mentality of totalitarianism.

Plato. Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Phaedo, and Phaedrus. Harold North
Fowler, trans. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1990. A good
translation of the dialogues focusing on the trial and death of Socrates.

. Republic. D. Lee, trans. New York: Penguin, 2003. A convenient
and accessible translation of this book, which may be called the embodiment of the
values and ideals of classical Greece.

Remarque, Erich Maria. All Quiet on the Western Front. A. W. Wheen, trans. New
York: Spark, 2003. The brilliant novel of World War I that is a powerful indictment of
the folly of modern wars.

Shakespeare, William. Julius Caesar. New Y ork: Penguin, 2000. A convenient edition
with good notes, part of the Penguin Shakespeare Series.

. Othello, the Moor of Venice. New York: Simon and Schuster,

2004. An excellent edition of the single play, valuable for its explanatory

notes. Part of the Folger Shakespeare Series, from the famous library in

Washington, D.C.

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr. The Gulag Archipelago, 1918—-1956: An Experiment in
Literary Investigation. New York: Harper and Row, 1974-1978. The massive
indictment of Soviet communism by the Noble Prize-winner and survivor of the labor
camps of Stalin.

Thoreau, Henry David. Walden and On Civil Disobedience. New Y ork:

Penguin, 2004. A convenient edition of these classic works by one of
America’s most original thinkers.

YAA



Vergil. Aeneid. R. Fitzgerald, trans. New York: Knopf, 1990. The best translation into
English, done by a noteworthy American poet. More than other versions in print,
Fitzgerald’s edition has a feel for the poetry of the Aeneid.

Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahnameh,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masnavi,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bustan_(book).
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