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Plato: Ion, Phaedrus and Symposium.

Plotinus, Enneads, 1, 6.

St Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae 1, q. 5, a. 1; I-11, q. 27,a. 1; 1, . 30, a. 8; II-11, q. 145, a. 2;1,q. 5,a. 4; -1, q. 57,a. 3; In
Sententia Ethicorum, cap. 101, a. 7; Super Sententias, cap. 1,d. 31, q. 2,a. 1.

Anthony Ashley Cooper, third Earl of Shaftesbury, Characteristics, 1711.

Immanuel Kant, Critique of Judgement (Kritik der Urteilskraft), 1797.

G. W. F. Hegel, Lectures on Aesthetics (Vorlesungen u'ber die Aesthetik, delivered 1817-1829, published 1832).
George Santayana, The Sense of Beauty (New York, 1896).

Jacques Maritain, Art and Scholasticism, tr. ]. F. Scanlan (London, 1930).

Samuel Alexander, Beauty and Other Forms of Value (London, 1933).

Mary Mothersill, Beauty Restored (Oxford, 1981).

Malcolm Budd, Values of Art: Pictures, Poetry and Music (Harmondsworth, 1997).

John Armstrong, The Intimate Philosophy of Art (Harmondsworth, 2000).

—— The Secret Power of Beauty (Harmondsworth, 2003).

Alexander Nehamas, Only a Promise of Happiness: the Place of Beauty in a World of Art (Princeton, 2007).
David Cooper, ed., A Companion to Aesthetics (Oxford, 1992).

Roger Scruton, Art and Imagination (London, 1974; South Bend, Ind., 1997).

——The Aesthetics of Architecture (Princeton, 1979).

——The Aesthetics of Music (Oxford, 1997).

—— The Aesthetic Understanding (South Bend, Ind., 1998).

Kant's Critique of Judgement; David Hume, ‘of the Standard of Taste’ (1757), available in any edition of Hume’s essays,
and Roger Scruton, The Aesthetics of Music, ch. 3.

L) 9 9 o S
Plotinus, Enneads, 1, 6; Plato, Timaeus; Kierkegaard, Either/Or, tr. D. F. and L. M. Swenson (New York, 1959); Wilde, The
Portrait of Dorian Gray.
Etienne Gilson, ‘The Forgotten Transcendental: Pulchrum’, in Elements of Christian Philosophy (New York, 1960), 159-63,
and Umberto Eco, The Aesthetics of Thomas Aquinas, tr. Hugh Bredin (London, 1988), ch. 2. Eco illuminatingly discusses
the path from the neo-Platonist metaphysics of beauty, via the writings of Pseudo-Dionysus, to the scholastic
contemporaries of Aquinas and to Aquinas himself.

IR Y W
Paul Horwich, Truth (New York, 1980): a defence of minimalism, as sufficient to generate all the platitudes concerning
truth, and necessary if we are not to contradict them.

o8l
Hume, ‘of the Standard of Taste’, in Essays, and Kant, ‘The Antinomy of Taste’ in The Critique of Judgement.
Roger Scruton has discussed this at length in The Classical Vernacular: Architectural Principles in an Age of Nihilism
(Manchester, 1992).

VO



@l:.'» W]
On the variety of aesthetic values, see Budd, Values of Art. On aesthetic extremism, see Walter Pater, Marius the Epicurian
(1885); The Renaissance (1877). On ‘fitting in’ see A. Trystan Edwards, Good and Bad Manners in Architecture (London,
1924).

b pasde 9
Budd, Values of Art.
4@.\5‘ K dda M.L:u}
Friedrich Schiller, Letters on the Aesthetic Education of Man, tr. E. Wilkinson and L. A. Willoughby (Oxford, 1967); Oscar
Wilde, The Critic as Artist (1890); and on the rise of the distinction between the fine and the useful arts, see P. O.

Kristeller, ‘From the Renaissance to the Enlightenment’, in Studies in Renaissance Thought and Letters, vol. III (Rome,
1993).

P3S4 35y el
Ludwig Wittgenstein, Lectures and Conversations on Aesthetics, Freud and Religious Belief, ed. Cyril Barrett (Oxford,
1965). Roger Scruton, Sexual Desire (London, 1986), ch. 5, ‘The Individual Object’.
ol 2l
The modern use of the term ‘aesthetic’ derives from A. G. Baumgarten, Aesthetica (Frankfurt am Main, 1750, Part II
1758). For Aquinas, see Summa Theologiae, 1, 5, 4 ad. 1, and la 2ae, 27, 1. See also Plato, Hippias Major, 297e ff., in which
Plato rejects the dependence of beauty on eye and ear, since this would rule out the beauty of invisible and inaudible
things, like ideas and institutions. Likewise the neo-Platonist tradition denies that beauty, in its primary manifestation, is
a sensory quality. For St Augustine the beauty of earthly things belongs to them only by imitation of the divine beauty of
God Himself. (City of God, 11, 51.) This neo-Platonist view is also at the root of Islamic accounts of beauty. In the Sufi
philosophy all things emanate from God, and return to him, attracted by love and desire: He is beauty, goodness and
truth, which are manifestations of the One who is Being itself. See Doris Behrens-Abousef, Beauty in Arabic Culture
(Princeton, 1999). On tastes and smells see F. N. Sibley, ‘Smells, Tastes and Aesthetics’, in F. N. Sibley, ed. John Benson,
Betty Redfern and Jeremy Roxbee Cox, Approaches to Aesthetics (Oxford, 2006), and Roger Scruton, ‘The Philosophy of
Wine’, in Barry Smith, ed., Questions of Taste: The Philosophy of Wine (Oxford, 2007). Ruskin’s account of theoria versus
aesthesis is contained in Modern Painters, vol. 11, Part III, Sect. I, ch. I, paragraphs 2-10; the relevant excerpts can be found
in Eric Warner and Graham Hough, eds., Strangeness and Beauty: An Anthology of Aesthetic Criticism, 1840-1910, vol. 1
(Cambridge, 1983).
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Shaftesbury, Characteristics; Kant, Critique of Judgement.
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Malcolm Budd, The Aesthetic Appreciation of Nature (Oxford, 2002), pp. 46-8 (discussing Kant). Scruton, Art and
Imagination, ch. 7. On the types of pleasure see Bernard Williams, ‘Pleasure and Belief’, Proceedings of the Aristotelian
Society, vol. 33 (1959). The question of pleasure and its cognitive implications (for example, whether there can be ‘false
pleasures’) was first raised by Plato in the Philebus.
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Hume, ‘of the Standard of Taste’; Kant, Critique of Judgement. F. N. Sibley and Michael Tanner, ‘Objectivity and Aesthetics’,
Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Supplementary Volume 62 (1968).

Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man (1871), chs. 19 and 20. Steven Pinker, How the Mind Works (London, 1997), pp. 522-
4. Geoffrey Miller, The Mating Mind: How Sexual Choice Shaped the Evolution of Human Nature (New York, 2000). Ellen
Dissanayake, Homo Aestheticus: Where Art Comes From and Why (Seattle, 1992). See also, for a naive statement of
aesthetic Darwinism, Nancy Etcoff, Survival of the Pretti- est: The Science of Beauty (London, 2000).
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On the exaggerated claims made for evolutionary psychology see David Stove, Darwinian Fairy Tales (New York, 2006).
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Plato, The Symposium.
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Roger Scruton, Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner’s Tristan and Isolde (New York, 2004), ch. 5.
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Roger Scruton, Sexual Desire (London, 1986), chs. 1 and 2.
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Scruton, Sexual Desire, ch. 5.
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Some of these thoughts have been taken in other directions by Max Scheler (Formalism in Ethics, 1972, Part 6), Maurice
Merleau-Ponty (The Phenomenology of Perception, 1945, tr. Colin Smith, London, 1962) and Karo’l Wojtyta (Pope John
Paul II) (The Theology of the Body: Human Love in the Divine Plan, Washington, 1985). E. T. A. Hoffmann’s tale of Olympia
the Dancing Doll is available in Hoffmann, Weird Tales (London, 1885), and of course in Offenbach’s brilliant setting in
Tales of Hoffmann. The idea that human beauty is responsive to fashion, and is both culture- dependent and without any
universal standard is eloquently denied by Arthur Marwick, It: A History of Human Beauty (London, 2004). On table
manners and their spiritual significance see Leon Kass, The Hungry Soul: Eating and the Perfection of our Nature (Chicago,
1999).
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Hegel, The Phenomenology of Spirit, V1. C. c. For a modern attempt to make human virtue, as embodied in the human form,
central to the experience of beauty, see David E. Cooper, ‘Beautiful People, Beautiful Things’, British Journal of Aesthetics
(2008), pp. 247-60.
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The first epic devoted to Troilus and Cressida was the Roman de Troie by Benoit de Sainte-Maure, a priest at the court of
Eleanor of Aquitaine when she was wife of the King of France. Two later versions—the Filostrato of Boccaccio and the

Troilus and Criseyde of Chaucer—are among the most refined explorations in literature of the chivalric ideals and their
corruption by the real world of human sentiment. See in general, Scruton, Death-Devoted Heart, ch. 2.
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See the article in the Catholic Encyclopedia on The Blessed Virgin Mary.
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R. W. Hepburn in ‘Contemporary Aesthetics and the Neglect of Natural Beauty’ (1966), reprinted in his Wonder and Other
Essays (Edinburgh, 1984). See in general Malcolm Budd, The Aesthetic Appreciation of Nature (Oxford, 2005); Allen
Carlson, Aesthetics and the Environment (London and New York, 2000). Key figures in the Enlightenment emphasis on
natural beauty are Francis Hutcheson, Henry Home (Lord Kames) and Joseph Addison, along with Rousseau and Kant. An
excellent introduction is Peter Kivy, Francis Hutcheson and 18th Century Aesthetics (repr. edn., 2003).
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Kant, Critique of Judgement.
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On the ‘indeterminate form’ of landscapes see Santayana, The Sense of Beauty, p. 100.
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The Marxist argument is spelled out by Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste, tr.

Richard Nice (London, 1984); Terry Eagleton, The Ideology of the Aesthetic (Oxford, 1990). The concept of ideology
derives from Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The German Ideology (1846).
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A full rejoinder to the Marxist dismissal of the aesthetic is contained in the last chapter of Scruton, The Aesthetics of Music.
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Kant, Critique of Judgement.
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On the censoring out of rural poverty see John Barrell, The Dark Side of the Landscape: the Rural Poor in English Painting,
1730-1840 (Cambridge, 1980). Among those who have argued that to appreciate nature aesthetically one must see it as
nature the most prominent are Allen Carlson and Malcolm Budd (cited above); others have argued that we can see nature
aesthetically only if we bring to it the attitudes and expectations that we derive from the appreciation of art—notably
Richard Wollheim, Art and its Objects (2nd edn., Cambridge, 1980), and Stephen Davies, Definitions of Art (Ithaca, NY,
1991). The articles by Budd are collected in The Aesthetic Appreciation of Nature; Carlson’s argument is contained in
Aesthetics and the Environment.
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Kenneth Haynes as Off The Beaten Track (Cambridge, 2002), especially the essay ‘Why Poets?’ (1946). The topic has been
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treated inconclusively in Mikel Dufrenne, The Phenomenology of Aesthetic Experience, tr. E. S. Casey (Evanston Ill,, 1973).
On intentional understanding see Scruton, Sexual Desire, ch. 1.
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Edmund Burke, A Philosophical Inquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful (London, 1756); Immanuel
Kant, Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime, 1764, and also The Critique of Judgement. The first known
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hypsous (On the Sublime), which, however, deals with literary rather than natural examples. William Smith’s translation
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On the rise of the Picturesque see Joseph Addison, Essays on the Pleasures of the Imagination, which appeared in The
Spectator in 1712, Richard Payne Knight, An Analytical Inquiry into the Principles of Taste (1806), and Christopher
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Geoffrey Miller, ‘Evolution of Human Music through Sexual Selection’, in Nils L. Wallin, Bjo" rn Merker and Steven Brown,
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Master: Cultural Reflections by a Primatologist (Harmondsworth, 2001), ch. 4.
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See Stephen Bayley, Taste: The Secret Meaning of Things (London, 2007); Lars Svendsen, Fashion: A Philosophy, tr. John
Irons, (London, 2006); and Anne Hollander, Sex and Suits (New York, 1994).
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The literature taking off from Duchamp’s urinal includes Arthur Danto’s The Transfiguration of the Commonplace: a
Philosophy of Art (Cambridge Mass., 1981) and The Abuse of Beauty: Aesthetics and the Concept of Art (Open Court, 2003),
which are among the most lively treatments of the subject, and George Dickie, Art and the Aesthetic: an Institutional
Analysis (Ithaca, NY, 1974). See also John Carey, What are the Arts For? (Oxford, 2006).
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On the distinction between natural and functional kinds see H. Putnam, ‘The Meaning of “Meaning”’, in Philosophical
Papers, vol. 2: Mind, Language and Reality (Cambridge, 1975). The view of art as a functional kind has been vigorously
(but in my view unsuccessfully) attacked by Noe'l Carroll, Beyond Aesthetics: Philosophical Essays (Cambridge, 2001).
The description of Mao Ze Dong’s sense of humour is contained in Jung Chang and Jon Halliday, Mao: the Unknown Story
(London, 2006). On laughter generally see F. H. Buckley, The Morality of Laughter (Ann Arbor, 2003).
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Benedetto Croce, Aesthetic as Science of Expression and General Linguistic (1902; tr. D. Ainslie, New York, 1922). R. G.
Collingwood, The Principles of Art (Oxford, 1938), especially chapter on ‘amusement art’.
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Theory of the Moral Sentiments appeared in 1759.
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R. Wollheim, ‘Style Now’, in On Art and the Mind (London, 1974).
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Cleanth Brooks, The Well-Wrought Urn: Studies in the Structure of Poetry (1974). The letter to Can Grande and the
Convivio are both contained in Robert S. Haller, ed., Literary Criticism of Dante Alighieri (Lincoln, Neb., 1973).
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Riger Scruton, Art and Imagination; Nelson Goodman, Languages of Art: an Approach to a Theory of Symbols (Oxford,
1969).
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Santayana, The Sense of Beauty. Helen Gardner’s book is The Art of T. S. Eliot (London, 1949).
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E.T. A. Hoffmann’s review of Beethoven'’s Fifth appeared in the Allgemeine musikalische Zeitung for 1811, and is
reproduced in all collections of Hoffmann’s musicological writings.
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E. Hanslick, On the Beautiful in Music, tr. G. Payzant (Indianapolis, 1986). For an influential modern discussion see Peter
Kivy, Music Alone: Philosophical Reflections on the Purely Musical Experience (Ithaca, NY, 1990).
6)\.0.0.& BL |_9;:u 3 Jg.&

John Ruskin, Stones of Venice (1851-53), the guide which constitutes the second part, in which the church is referred to
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the Grand Canal. Geoffrey Scott, The Architecture of Humanism: a Study in the History of Taste (London and New York,
1914).
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Armstrong, The Intimate Meaning of Art; Scruton, Art and Imagination; Santayana, The Sense of Beauty.
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Schiller’s Aesthetic Education of Man explores the connection between art and play, in a way that is illuminatingly
discussed in Armstrong, The Intimate Meaning of Art, pp. 151-68. The connection is explored for another purpose and in

the context of a theory of representation by Kendall L. Walton, Mimesis as Make-Believe (Cambridge Mass., 1990). See also
Budd, Values of Art.

RN ESIPREIN
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Stephen Bayley, Taste: The Secret Meaning of Things (London, 2006). More pertinent philo- sophically is Malcolm Budd,
‘The Intersubjetive Validity of Aesthetic Judgements’, British Journal of Aesthetics (2007).

Vof



N Z
Syie xS
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The analysis of Brahms’s 4th here suggested begins from Arnold Schoenberg, ‘Brahms the Progressive’, in Style and Idea,
ed. E. Stein, tr. L. Black (London, 1959). Wittgenstein’s Duck/Rabbit example is discussed in Part Il s. 11 of Philosophical
Investigations, tr. G. E. M. Anscombe (Oxford, 1953). The general question of the logical force of aesthetic reasons has
been defined for all subsequent discussion by F. N. Sibley, in ‘Aesthetic and Non-Aesthetic’ and ‘Aesthetic Concepts’, both
reprinted in Approach to Aesthetics (see above). Ruskin’s judgement of Whistler led to a famous action for libel, from
which neither man benefited.
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On aesthetic universals see Denis Dutton, The Art Instinct: Beauty, Pleasure and Human Evolution (New York, 2008).
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For the comparison between Shakespearian and Japanese drama see Shakespeare and the Japanese Stage, ed. Takashi
Sasayama, J. R. Mulryne, and Margaret Shewring (Cambridge, 1998).
BLCAPEVIP
See the essays in Sibley, Approach to Aesthetics. Also Kant, Critique of Judgement, Part 1, s. 32.
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Hume’s essay dates from 1757, and is available in any collection of his essays.
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Kenneth Clark, The Nude, a Study in Ideal Form (London, 1956).
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See Sir Ernst Gombrich’s reflections on Botticelli’s Venus, ‘Botticelli’s Mythologies’ in Symbolic Images (London, 1972),
pp. 31-81.
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Anne Hollander, Seeing Through Clothes (New York, 1993). On Manet, see Baudelaire’s famous essay Le Peintre de la vie
moderne, in any collection of his prose writings, and T. ]. Clark, The Painting of Modern Life: Paris in the Art of Manet and
his Followers (Princeton, 1985, rev. edn., 1999). See also the illuminating discussion by Nehamas, Only a Promise of
Happiness, which deals with the Manet Olympia as a crux in the pursuit of artistic beauty.
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Ero's and desire. Scruton, Sexual Desire.
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David Holbrook, Sex and Dehumanization (London, 1972). On Pico della Mirandola see Paul Oscar Kristeller, Eight
Philosophers of the Italian Renaissance (Stanford, Calif., 1964).
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In praise of soft pornography, see Georges Bataille, L’Erotisme (Paris, 1952).
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The feminist complaint is articulated by Catherine MacKinnon, in Pornography and Civil Rights (New York, 1988).
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Roger Scruton, Modern Culture (London, 2005); Anthony O’Hear, Plato’s Children (London, 2007); Danto, The Abuse of
Beauty; George Steiner, Real Presences: Is there Anything in What we Say? (London, 1989). See also Wendy Steiner, Venus
in Exile: The Rejection of Beauty in Twentieth-Century Art (Chicago, 2002).
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Harold Rosenberg, The Tradition of the New (New York, 1959). Robert Hughes, The Shock of the New (London, 1980). See
also Andre” Malraux, The Voices of Silence (Les Voix du silence) (Paris, 1949)—a celebration of the artist as the
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revolutionary subverter of bourgeois society. Malraux is stylishly debunked by Wyndham Lewis, in The Demon of
Progress in the Arts (London, 1954), pp. 76-81.
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T. S. Eliot, ‘Tradition and the Individual Talent’, in Essays (London, 1963). Arnold Schoenberg, ‘Brahms the Progressive’,

in Style and Idea, ed. L. Stein (New York, 1975). Concerning the ‘impulse to consecrate life’, see Hans Urs von Balthasar,
The Glory of the Lord: a Theological Aesthetics, 3 vols. (Edinburgh, 1986; orig. Herrlichkeit, 1962-6).
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WendySteiner,VenusinExile; RogerKimball, The Rape of the Masters: How Political Correctness Sabotages Art (San
Francisco, 2004).

For a striking anthropological-cum-literary theory of the sacred see Rene’ Girard, La Violence et le sacre” (Paris, 1972;
Violence and the Sacred, Baltimore, 1977). The issue is discussed in Scruton, Death-Devoted Heart. Other relevant texts
are Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane: the Nature of Religion, tr. William R. Trask (New York, 1961), and Gerardus
van der Leeuw, Sacred and Profane Beauty: the Holy in Art, tr. David E. Green (Nashville and New York, n.d.).
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Some of the deeper issues here are discussed by Lenn E. Goodman, in God of Abraham (New York, 1996).
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Nietzsche, The Antichrist.
Some of the ideas in this section are suggested in Nietzsche, The Genealogy of Morals.
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Freud’saccountofsexualpleasureoccursinhis “Three Essays on Sexuality’, in Sigmund Freud, On Sexuality, tr. and ed. .
Strachey and A. Richards (Harmondsworth, 1977).
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For the psychology of TV addiction, see Mihaly Csikszentmihaly and Robert Kubey, summary of research in Scientific
American (February 2002). The contrast between aesthetic pleasure and addiction is foreshadowed, in other terms, by
John Dewey, Art as Experience (New York, 1934).
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On kitsch see Hermann Broch, ‘Einigen Bemerkungen zum Problem des Kitsches’ in Dichten und Erkennen, ed. Hannah
Arendt (Zurich, 1955); Clement Greenberg, ‘Avant Garde and Kitsch’, Partisan Review (1939). The quotation from Wagner
is from Die Religion und die Kunst, in Gesammelte Schriften und Dichtungen (2nd edn., Leipzig, 1888), vol. x, p. 211. The
argument in this section has been expressed in other and more screwed-up terms by Theodor Adorno, in his assaults on
the ‘fetish character’ of mass culture. See the essays and extracts in T. W. Adorno, The Culture Industry, ed. ]. M. Bernstein
(London and New York, 2003).
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On the sociology relevant to this section see Christopher Lasch, The Culture of Narcissism: Cultural Life in an Age of
Diminished Expectations (rev. edn., New York, 1991).
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Leon Battista Alberti, De re aedificatoria (Florence, 1485); R. Scruton, ‘Alberti and the Art of the Appropriate’, in The
Classical Vernacular; Francis Hutcheson, An Enquiry into the Original of our Ideas of Beauty and Virtue (London, 1725);
William Hogarth, The Analysis of Beauty (London, 1772).
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